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First  New  Design  In  10  Years 

NEW  ALBERTA  ROAD  MAP  BEING  DRAFTED 

Highway  Draftsmen  Completing  Tremendous  Task: 
Aerial  Photographs  Assure  Maximum  Accuracy 


An  entirely  new  highway  road  map  of  the  Province  of  Alberta 
is  being  rushed  to  completion  by  draftsmen  of  the  Department 
oi  liiyhwuyb.  The  ntw  musLer  loudinap — ihe  I'irol  in  IC  - 
will  be  used  for  the  official  1955  road  maps. 

The  map  will  be  the  most  accurate  and  detailed 
one  prepared  by  this  department.  For  the  first  time,  all 
natural  feotures  such  as  lakes  and  rivers  are  accurate 
to  the  smallest  detail  through  the  use  of  aerial 
photographs. 

Although  the  highway  map  may  appear  to  be  a  simple 
folder,  it  is  really  the  complex  result  of  months  of  compiling, 
studying  and  gleaning  a  wide  variety  of  important  information. 

Under  the  direction  of  George  Audley,  chief  draftsman,  the 
map  is  being  prepared  by  William  Horbay,  John  Kucharyshyn, 
Zeney  Swydnycky  and  other  senior  draftsmen  in  the  Department 
of  Highways. 

The  first  task  in  designing  a  completely  new  highway  map 
is  to  tap  dozens  of  sources  through  correspondence,  memos,  and 
circular  forms.  Provinces,  states,  municipal  districts,  counties, 
cities,  district  engineers,  and  many  other  authorities  must  be 


consulted  to  obtain  the  latest  information  on  highways,  accom- 
modation and  garage  facilities,  new  places  and  new  dams. 

The  states  ol  Washington,  Idaho  and  Montana,  which  are 
partially  shown  on  the  Alberta  map,  and  the  adjoining  provinces 
of  British  Columbia  and  Saskatchewan,  are  all  consulted.  Because 
their  maps  vary  in  scale,  each  corrected  version  is  photographed 
and  enlarged  or  reduced  to  Alberta's  scale  of  16  miles  to  the 
inch. 

The  roads  shown  on  the  map  include  main  highways  and 
district  roads.  In  all,  there  are  some  85,000  miles  of  roads  in 
Alberta,  many  of  which  must  be  checked,  and  revised  for  use  on 
the  new  map.  To  this  end,  information  is  obtained  from  district 
engineers  and  from  reports  on  file  in  the  Department  of  Highways. 

Alberta  uses  the  accepted  standard  symbols  for  highways — 
a  solid  red  line  for  hardsurfaced  roads,  a  dashed  red  line  for 
gravelled  highways,  a  dashed  blue  line  for  gravelled  district  roads 
and  a  striped  blue  or  red  line  for  graded  roads. 

After  accurate  information  has  been  obtained,  the  original 
map  is  drawn  on  a  sheet  of  plastic,  36  by  48  inches  in  size. 
This  map,  known  as  the  compilation  copy,  contains  all  the 
information  which  will  appear  on  the  final  result. 

(Continued  on  Page  Three) 


George  Audley  (lelt)  Chief  Diaiisman  of 
the  Department  of  Highways,  and  William 
Horbay,  Senior  Draftsman,  work  on  the 
entirely  new  map  of  Alberta  that  will 
be  completed  this  year. 


An  ivory  stick  is  used  to  burnish  a  place  name 
on  the  new  map. 


Mr.  Horbay  "sites"  some  rivers  on  the  1955  official 
highway  map,  the  first  master  map  to  be  designed 
in  10  years. 
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SPEND  YOUR  HOLIDAY  HUNTING  IN  ALBERTA 

Those  Who  Love  The  Outdoors  Will  Find  Good  Sport 
Hunting  Deer  Or  Ducks  In  This  Beautiful  Country 


Alberta  offers  a  hunting  holiday  to  suit 
all  tastes.  In  the  western  fall  when  the  skies 
fill  with  swift  flocks  and  the  woods  crackle 
under  the  feet  of  lightly  stepping  deer,  the 
hunter  comes  to  take  his  place  in  the  out- 
doors scene. 

There  are  many  different  ways  a  hunt- 
ing holiday  may  be  spent.  Alberta  hunt- 
ing can  be  enjoyed  cheaply  or  expensively; 
a  morning  duck  shoot  at  a  slough  near 
home  satisfies  some,  while  others  travel  by 
pack-train  deep  into  the  mountains  to  seek 
the  wily  mountain  sheep.  But  whether  the 
trophy  is  an  oven-full  of  succulent,  grain- 
fed  mallards  or  a  magnificent,  near-record 
head  displayed  proudly  in  a  recreation 
room,  there  is  great  sport  in  the  taking. 
Albertans  are  fortunate  in  having  large 
hunting  areas  in  their  own  Province,  easily 
accessible  and  open  to  all. 

Those  who  seek  trophies  usually  hunt 
mountain  sheep,  the  wily,  sure-footed  ani- 
mals who  inhabit  the  eastern  slopes  of  the 
Rockies  all  the  way  from  the  Crowsnest 
Pass  in  the  south  to  Dawson  Creek,  B.C., 
in  the  north.  Sheep  hunting  requires 
strength  and  endurance,  special  equipment, 
an  experienced  guide,  and  the  expenses 
of  a  pack-horse  expedition  into  wild 
country.  September  1  usually  opens  the 
mountain  slaeep  season  and  any  hunter 
seeking  some  trophies  can  spend  two  weeks 
hunting  this  type  of  big  game  alone.  Some 
of  the  best  mountain  sheep  hunting  areas 
are  found  in  the  mountains  west  of  High 
River,  the  Gap  area,  the  country  around 
the  Brazeau  and  the  wildnerness  north  of 
Entrance. 

Seasons  of  antlered  animals  such  as  elk, 
moose  and  deer  vary  from  year  to  year 
but  when  there  is  an  open  season,  hunting 
begins  around  November  1.  Elk  have  been 
most  plentiful  in  recent  years  in  areas 
adjacent  to  Waterton  Lakes  National  Park. 

Big  game  hunting,  when  carried  out 
with  a  guide  and  the  services  of  an  out- 
fitter, requires  nothing  but  essential  per- 
sonal equipment.  Warm,  tough  clothing  is 
a  necessity  but  clothing  and  foot-wear 
should  be  suited  to  the  type  of  hunting, 
and  weather  conditions. 

The  migratory  birds,  ducks  and  geese, 
may  be  hunted  during  a  season  that 
normally  begins  about  Sept.  15.  Ducks  are 
hunted  everywhere  in  Alberta  except 
heavily  wooded  areas  with  most  of  the 
shooting  taking  place  on  privately-owned 
land.  Concern  for  the  welfare  of  the  farmer 
is  an  obligation  a  duck  hunter  must  assume; 
he  should  honor  the  farmer's  property 
rights  by  asking  permission  to  hunt  on  the 
land,  and  follow  through  in  a  responsible 
manner  by  closing  all  gates,  and  avoiding 
shooting  in  areas  where  stock  is  grazing. 


Wildfowl  hunting  requires  the  minimum 
of  equipment.  A  car  is  a  necessity  to  move 
around  and  spot  the  areas  where  birds 
are  feeding.  Decoys,  duck-calls  and  other 
paraphenalia  may  be  included,  although 
they  are  not  absolutely  essential.  Any  old 
clothing  will  do,  and  hip-waders  or  a  small, 
folding  car-top  boat  will  help  greatly. 

Goose  hunting  is  best  in  such  areas 
as  the  Grande  Prairie-Falher  district  of  the 
Peace  River  country,  around  Castor  and 
Coronation  in  eastern  Alberta,  Gleichen 
and  Milo  in  the  south,  and  the  deltas  north 
of  Waterways,  (the  latter  area  is  not  acces- 
sible by  road  and  is  best  reached  by 
chartered  aircraft  or  boat). 

Upland  bird  hunting  opens  a  month 
after  migratory  birds  but  both  seasons 
coincide  making  it  possible  in  October  to 
divide  two  weeks  of  hunting  between 
migratory  and  upland  birds. 

Hungarian  partridge  are  usually  found 
in  the  prairie  areas  of  eastern  Alberta  while 
pheasants  are  best  hunted  in  the  Brooks, 
Vauxhall,  Taber  and  Lethbridge  areas. 
Pheasant  stocking  by  the  Alberta  Game 
Branch  has  helped  materially  in  distribut- 
ing this  popular  game  bird  to  many  suit- 
able localities. 


A  bird  dog  should  be  taken  along  by 
anyone  seriously  interested  in  upland  bird 
shooting.  Clothing  should  be  comfortable 
and  cut  from  a  cloth  that  has  good  resis- 
tance to  wear,  wind  and  wet. 

All  hunters  can  buy  hunting  licenses 
from  hardware  and  sporting  goods  stores 
in  the  cities,  general  stores  in  the  country, 
and  can  get  assistance  in  interpreting 
various  game  regulations  from  Alberta 
game  officers  or  R.C.M.P.  The  Fort  Macleod 
Travel  Bureau  also  offers  its  service  to 
hunters,  selling  licences,  explaining  regu- 
lations and  directing  persons  to  good 
hunting  areas.  • 


This  is  the  third  of  a  series  of  12  articles  on 
the  various  types  of  holidays  you  can  enjoy  in 
Alberta.  IF atch  for  future  articles.  Additional  copies 
of  these  articles  will  be  provided  on  request  to 
Within  Our  Borders.  For  additional  information  write 
the  Alberta  Travel  Bureau,  Legislative  Building, 
Edmonton. 

Articles  in  this  series  include: 

1.  Rodeo  Holiday  7.  The  Circle  Tour 

2.  Historical  Tour  S.  A  Photographer's  Holiday 

3.  Hunting  Holiday  9.  An  Artist's  Holiday 

4.  Dude  Ranches  10.  A  Peace  River  Holiday 

5.  Mountain  Climbing  11.  Fishing 

6.  Canoeing  12.  Hikers'  Holiday 
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Alberta  Highway  Map 

(Continued  Irom  Page  One) 

A  big  problem  is  to  decide  which  communities  should  be 
included.  Cities,  towns  and  villages  are  always  shown,  but  ham- 
lets and  settlements  often  present  a  problem.  To  help  in  the 
selection,  all  municipal  districts  and  counties  are  consulted.  Their 
suggestions  are  received  and  given  consideration.  Then  informa- 
tion provided  by  the  Post  Office  Department  is  checked  to  discover 
the  number  of  families  residing  in  any  particular  area.  If  a 
settlement  contains  about  60  families  or  more,  efforts  are  made 
to  include  it  on  the  map. 

It  has  been  discovered  that,  while  it  may  be  a  simple  job 
to  add  new  names  to  the  map,  it  is  often  difficult  to  remove  names 
which  are  no  longer  important.  For  example,  several  coal  mining 
towns  in  the  foothills  have  become  almost  ghost  towns,  yet  the 
residents  of  the  area  would  resent  having  their  onco-importont 
community  dropped  from  the  map. 

Another  class  of  subjects  shown  on  the  highway  map  is 
the  symbols.  These  are  primarily  for  the  benefit  of  the  tourist. 
There  is  the  pine  tree  to  show  a  provincial  park,  a  cairn  for  an 
historic  site,  crossed  flags  to  show  customs  ports  at  the  Inter 
national  Boundary,  a  pine  tree  in  a  circle  for  a  summer  resort, 
four  different  types  of  shields  to  show  U.S.  interstate  highways, 
and  circles  containing  provincial  and  state  highway  numbers. 

The  distances  from  one  community  to  the  next  are  computed 
from  engineering  records  in  the  Department  of  Highways. 

Ottawa  Helps  With  "Blue  Lines" 

The  completed  plastic  map  then  is  sent  to  the  Department 
of  Mines  and  Technical  Surveys,  Ottawa,  where  equipment  is 
available  to  make  sheets  known  as  "mounted  blue  lines."  These 
consist  of  four  36  by  48  inch  sheets  mounted  on  aluminum.  The 
sheets  contain  all  the  information  prepared  on  the  plastic  original 
but  in  pale  blue  lines,  so  that  they  will  not  reproduce  on  the 
final  result. 

One  of  these  sheets  is  supplied  for  each  of  the  four  basic 
colors — red,  yellow,  blue  and  black — which  appear  on  the  Alberta 
road  map.  In  this  manner,  the  red  plate  would  contain  highway 
information,  the  blue  plate  would  contain  the  rivers,  creeks, 
lakes  and  district  roads,  and  so  on. 

Another  complex  task  is  to  place  some  40,000  names  of 
places,  rivers,  creeks,  lakes,  mileages  and  symbols  on  the  proper 
"mounted  blue  line"  sheets.  These  names  are  typeset  on  trans- 
parent adhesive  sheets.  They  are  cut  out  with  a  special  needle 
and  are  burnished  into  place  on  the  map  with  a  piece  of  ivory. 

The  reverse  side  of  the  highway  map  also  requires  atten- 
tion. Information  concerning  tourist  resorts,  historic  sites,  cus- 
toms regulations  and  other  such  information  is  provided  by  the 
Alberta  Travel  Bureau,  while  highway  routes  through  the  cities 
of  Edmonton,  Calgary,  Lethbridge  and  Medicine  Hat  are  obtained 
from  authorities  at  those  points. 

Mileage  Charts 

Parts  of  the  reverse  side  which  are  often  consulted  are  the 
two  mileage  charts.  The  large  chart  contains  the  names  of  50 
Alberta  cities,  towns,  national  parks  and  ports  of  entry,  giving 
the  mileage  between  each.  The  second  small  chart  contains  the 
distances  from  the  eight  Alberta  cities  to  points  in  Canada  and 
the  United  States. 

Except  for  the  shape  of  the  boundary,  the  1955  highway 
map  bears  little  resemblance  to  Alberta's  first  official  road  map 
published  in  1924.  This  map,  printed  in  black  on  tissuey  paper, 
had  highways  identified  as  ""the  red  trail,"  ""the  black  trail," 
"the  blue  trail,"  and  ""the  yellow  trail,"  and  was  accompanied 
by  a  booklet  which  gave  information  on  each  route.  In  one  corner, 
it  showed  the  type  of  directional  and  warning  signs  which  were 
likely  to  be  seen  painted  on  telephone  poles  and  on  posts. 

This  map  was  kept  in  use  until  1930,  when  the  second  issue 
was  produced.  From  that  date  on,  maps  were  revised  and  reprinted 
every  two  to  four  years,  gradually  improving  each  time. 

The  last  original  of  the  Alberta  map  was  produced  in  1945. 
This  has  been  revised  almost  every  year  to  show  more  asphalt 
and  gravelled  highways,  straighter  routes,  and  a  more  complex 
network  of  market  roads. 

The  new  1955  highway  map  is  expected  to  be  produced  in 
time  for  the  summer  tourist  season.  • 
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Thistle  Rink,  which  was  the  largest  hall  in  Edmonton  a  hall  crnlury  age. 
was  used  as  a  Legislative  Assembly  during  Alberta's  first  me<  ting  ol  Legis* 
laturc.  More  than  4.000  people  jammed  the  rink  on  March  IS.  1906,  when 
the  first  meeting  of  legislature  was  held.  Located  just  west  ol  the  pres«-nt 
King  Edward  Hotel,  the  rink  was  built  in  1902  by  pioneer  merchajits  McDougall 
and  Secord.  It  served  as  a  skating  rink,  curling  arena.  stag< ,  dance  hall, 
theatre,  and  the  armory  for  the  IGlsf  Regiment.  It  was  destroyed  by  lire  on 
Oct.  30,  1913.  Ammunition  Irom  the  armory,  stored  in  the  basement,  gave  the 
historic  building  a  resounding  farewell. 

Vaccinate  All  Northern  Dogs 
As  Rabies  Preventive 

Vaccination  of  all  dogs  north  of  Lac  La  Biche  on  the 
McMurray  line  of  the  Northern  Alberta  Railways  against  rabies 
started  Feb.  14,  as  the  final  stage  of  the  1954-55  winter  program. 

Under  the  direction  of  Sydney  Lore,  district  agriculturist  at 
Lac  La  Biche,  and  with  the  co-operation  of  R.C.M.P.  and  forestry 
officials,  all  residents  in  the  northern  area  will  bring  their  dogs 
to  central  points  during  the  six  to  eight-day  vaccination  program. 

The  vaccination  is  undertaken  by  the  Government  of  Canada 
Health  of  Animals  Branch,  with  the  Alberta  Government  handling 
organization.  During  the  program,  veterinarians  will  travel  on 
an  N.A.R.  speeder,  visiting  isolated  settlements  and  Indian  camps. 

The  initial  vaccination  program,  completed  in  the  Athabasca, 
Peace  River,  and  Mackenzie  Highway  districts  during  November 
and  December,  has  proven  to  be  the  most  successful  in  the  three- 
year  campaign,  with  more  than  7,500  dogs  vaccinated.  The  Lac 
La  Biche-McMurray  program  will  complete  the  vaccination  of 
all  dogs  in  Alberta  north  of  the  55th  parallel.  • 


New  Brand  Book  Comes  Of  Press 

A  new  "Alberta  Brand  Book"  has  been  issued  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  illustrating  all  cattle,  horse  and  sheep 
brands  in  Alberta. 

The  first  since  1947,  the  new  book  contains  27,078  brands, 
as  well  as  tattoo  marks  for  fur-bearing  animals  and  poultry. 

The  black,  soft-covered  volume  is  a  departure  from  the  tradi- 
tional red  hard-covered  brand  books  which  have  been  issued 
in  the  past.  To  conserve  space,  three  columns  of  brands  have 
been  used  per  page  compared  to  two  in  previous  volumes.  Also, 
the  brands  are  shown  in  black  on  a  white  background  instead 
of  the  former  black  rectangles  with  white  brands.  The  result 
has  been  a  more  compact  book  containing  363  pages,  compared 
to  the  1947  book  which  had  680  pages  and  fewer  brands. 

Copies  of  the  brand  book  may  be  purchased  at  $5  each 
from  the  Livestock  Branch,  Department  of  Agriculture,  Legislative 
Building,  Edmonton.  • 


"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publicotion  designed  to 
acquaint  the  people  ol  the  Province  with  the  administration 
and  services  of  the  Alberta  Government. 

It  is  believed  the  many  and  voried  services  ol  the 
Government  will  be  effective  in  the  degree  they  are  known 
and  used.  Any  material  used  is  for  immediate  republication. 

Within  Our  Borders  should  be  notified  promptly  of 
any  change  in  address.  When  sending  notice  ol  address 
change,  please  make  certain  that  both  old  and  new  addresses 
are  included. 

Correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  "Within  Onr 
Borders,"  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 
All  photos  are  Alberta  Government  Photos  unless  otherwise  designated. 
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Alberta  Anti-Rabies  Techniques 
Studied  Throughout  Continent 

New  techniques  devised  by  the  Alberta  Government  to 
combat  the  outbreak  of  rabies  have  become  valuable  contributions 
to  the  field  of  veterinary  and  public  health  research. 

Officials  from  eastern  Canada,  the  United  States  and  over- 
seas countries  have  requested  full  details  on  Alberta's  program 
for  possible  use  to  solve  their  own  rabies  problems. 

"I  feel  sure  Alberta's  work  will  be  used  as  a  guide  to  many 
workers  in  various  parts  of  the  world,"  commented  a  research 
•veterinarian  from  the  Pacific  North-West. 

"We  are  contemplating  using  the  same  methods,"  wrote 
another  official  from  the  southern  states. 

To  date,  information  on  Alberta's  method  of  combatting 
rabies  has  been  provided  to  officials  in  England,  the  Belgian 
Congo,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  Missouri,  Michigan,  Wisconsin, 
Minnesota,  Louisiana,  Georgia,  Oregon,  Nova  Scotia  and  Ontario. 

These  have  included  state  veterinarians.  Departments  of 
Health,  research  laboratories  and  councils,  animal  pathology  and 
microbiology  laboratories,  game  commissions,  wildlife  services 
and  conservation  groups. 

Alberta's  rabies  control  program  has  been  the  largest  ever 
undertaken  on  the  continent.  Because  of  its  scope,  it  was  able 
to  introduce  new  large-scale  methods  which  had  never  before 
been  attempted  in  rabies  control. 


One  new  method  was  the  establishing  of  more  than  5,000 
miles  of  traplines  to  provide  settlement  protection  where  the 
forest  and  agricultural  areas  meet.  Professional  trappers  under 
the  direction  of  the  Forestry  Branch,  Department  of  Lands  and 
Forests,  manned  these  traplines,  keeping  the  disease  greatly 
reduced  through  trapping,  snaring  and  poisoning  over-populated 
wildlife  wherever  possible. 

Many  of  the  methods  used  by  the  forest  rangers  and  trappers 
also  were  new  in  rabies  control  work.  One  of  the  most  interesting 
of  these  developed  in  the  Peace  River  Forestry  Division  was  the 
use  of  eggs  as  poison  baits.  Boiled  for  two  minutes,  the  eggs 
were  treated  with  strychnine  which  was  inserted  through  a 
small  hole  in  the  shell.  The  egg  then  was  sealed  and  left  along 
game  trails  and  rivers  as  bait  for  foxes,  coyotes  and  wolves. 

These  were  superior  to  many  other  baits  especially  in  sum- 
mer because  the  eggs  were  not  affected  by  rain  or  warm  weather, 
and  could  not  be  consumed  by  smaller  animals  and  birds. 

Among  the  other  devices  of  interest  to  veterinary  and  wild- 
life control  authorities  were  the  use  of  poison  pellets  made  of 
fat  or  grease  containing  strychnine,  the  placing  of  a  bait  or 
meat  in  heavy  snow  with  poison  pellets  scattered  50  to  100  yards 
around,  the  use  of  feathers  as  lures  on  poison  baits,  and  fake 
traps  containing  poisoned  carcasses  of  small  animals. 

The  success  of  the  depopulation  campaign  is  shown  by  the 
estimated  number  of  kills  in  the  forests  from  November,  1952, 
to  August  31,  1954.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  more  than  54,000 
foxes,  45,000  coyotes,  9,800  lynx,  5,000  wolves,  3,400  bears,  600 
skunk,  68  cougar,  18  fishers,  four  badgers  and  two  wolverines 
had  been  killed.  • 


School  Training  Welders 
For  Spring  Pipeline  Projects 

A  pipeline  welding  school  to  train  qualified  welders  in  the 
"downhand"  technique  opened  at  Edmonton  February  14.  The 
school  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Canadian  Vocational  Train- 
ing Branch  of  the  Department  of  Education,  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  Department  of  Industries  and  Labour,  and  member  com- 
panies of  the  Canadian  Association  of  Pipeline  Contractors.  The 
Government  of  Canada  is  paying  half  the  costs. 

All  qualified  welders  who  are  interested  are  advised  to  con- 
tact their  local  National  Employment  Service  office  immediately. 
Candidates  must  be  young,  healthy,  welders  who  are  willing  to 
accept  employment  on  pipelines. 

The  school  will  operate  in  three  five-hour  shifts,  8:00  a.m. 
to  1:00  p.m.,  1:00  to  6:00  p.m.,  6:00  to  11:00  p.m.  Employed  and 
unemployed  welders  are  eligible,  although  preference  is  given 
to  unemployed  persons.  Unemployment  insurance  benefits  are 
payable  during  the  training  period,  and  instruction  is  free  of 
charge.  The  school  will  operate  for  four  to  five  months  and  is 
expected  to  train  between  100  and  150  welders.  The  length  of 
training  for  each  individual  will  vary  according  to  the  time 
required  to  pass  the  qualifying  test. 

Equipment  in  the  school  will  be  the  same  as  that  used  in 
actual  pipeline  operations.  It  has  been  provided  without  charge 
by  member  companies  of  the  Canadian  Association  of  Pipeline 
Contractors. 

The  project  is  intended  to  relieve  an  anticipated  spring 
shortage  of  qualified  pipeline  welders  and  will  contribute  skilled 
manpower  for  the  continuing  expansion  of  Alberta's  petroleum 
industry.  • 

Municipal  Loans  Total 
Reaches  $55,618,247 

Municipal  loans  to  the  towns  of  Ryley  and  Kitscoty  during 
January  brought  the  total  loaned  under  the  Municipal  Capital 
Expenditure  Loans  Act  to  $55,618,247.  Amount  left  in  the  fund 
as  of  Feb.  1,  1955,  is  $4,381,773. 

Ryley  and  Kitscoty  received  the  loans  for  water  and  sewer 
systems,  Ryley  borrowing  $182,400  and  Kitscoty,  $81,600. 

Since  April  1953,  when  the  Act  began,  292  municipal  projects 
have  been  financed  with  the  aid  of  158  loans  made  by  the 
Provincial  Treasury. 

During  January,  16  rural  electrification  associations  received 
loans  totalling  $177,215,  leaving  $460,935  in  the  Rural  Electrifica- 
tion Revolving  Fund.  A  total  of  364  loans  for  $9,539,065  in  all 
have  been  granted  out  of  the  Rural  Electrification  Revolving 
Fund.  • 


Alberta  Civil  Defence  Growth 
Continues  During  1954 

A  total  of  158  Alberta  municipalities  have  formed,  or  are 
forming,  civil  defence  organizations,  Hon.  C.  E.  Gerhart,  Minister 
in  charge  of  Civil  Defence,  has  reported  in  a  review  of  civil 
defence  progress  during  1954. 

During  the  year,  151  Alberta  volunteers  trained  at  Canadian 
Government  civil  defence  schools  while  another  457  trained  at 
Alberta  Government  schools.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  1,896  Alberta 
nurses  had  been  trained  in  atomic,  bacteriological,  and  chemical 
warfare  defence,  while  613  nurses  had  taken  a  special  course 
on  polio  nursing  conducted  by  the  Alberta  civil  defence 
organization. 

In  first  aid  during  1954,  4,577  candidates  took  the  regular 
course  of  the  St.  John's  Ambulance  Association,  158  the  basic 
civil  defence  first  aid  course,  and  117  the  advanced  civil  defence 
first  aid  course.  Total  trained  in  first  aid  at  the  end  of  the  year 
stood  at  28,925. 

Civil  defence  auxiliary  firemen's  training  had  been  carried 
out  in  94  municipalities  and  2,060  firemen  instructed.  The  pro- 
gram of  standardizing  fire-fighting  equipment  was  97  percent 
completed  at  the  end  of  1954  and  the  remainder  will  be  finished 
in  the  spring  of  1955. 

Alberta  civil  defence  personnel  took  part  in  six  training 
exercises  during  the  year  while  civil  defence  demonstrations  were 
staged  at  Leduc,  Vulcan,  Ponoka,  Red  Deer,  Coronation  and 
Edmonton. 

During  the  year,  construction  funds  made  available  on  a 
50-50  basis  by  the  Governments  of  Canada  and  Alberta,  were 
allotted  to  modifying  the  rescue  school,  building  additions  to 
the  provincial  headquarters  building,  and  constructing  a  pyro- 
technics storage  building,  all  at  Edmonton,  making  alterations 
to  the  Ponoka  civil  defence  headquarters,  and  building  a  control 
centre  at  Calgary  and  a  mobile  communications  centre  at  Leth- 
bridge.  A  special  sum  of  $15,000,  provided  entirely  by  the  Alberta 
Government,  was  given  to  Calgary  to  assist  civil  defence 
expenditures  there.  • 

COMING  EVENTS 

During  1955  Alberta  will  be  the  scene  of  many  events  of  provincial, 
national  and  international  interest.  Within  Our  Borders  will  list  all 
COMING  EVENTS  from  January  through  November.  Information  should 
be  forwarded  to  Within  Our  Borders,  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 


Date  Event  Place 

Feb.  17— Barley  Improvement  Institute      EDMONTON 

Feb.  17 — Alberta  Quick  Freeze  Locker  Association     EDMONTON 

Feb.  19— Inter-High  School  Ski  Meet   BANFF 

Feb.  25— Edson  Winter  Carnival     EDSON 

Feb.  26 — Western  Championship  Ski  Jumping  EDMONTON 

March    1—Bull  Sale  „..   LACOMBE 

March    2— Alberta  Poultry  Marketers    __.  EDMONTON 

March    6 — Alberta  Nordic  Ski  Championships       CAMROSE 

March    1— Rural  Electrification  School   „      BONNYVILLE 

March    9— Alberta  Drama  Festival  _    EDMONTON 

March  11 — Alberta  Professional  Engineers  EDMONTON 

March  14r— Spring  Bull  Sale......  _     „   _  CALGARY 

March  14~Rural  Electrification  School  „    „....    VEGREVILLE 


